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book anywhere but Princeton, but both the process and the product 
would have been much poorer and less interesting without the colleagues 
and students I have known here. I hope that such friends as Mark Bu­
chan, Elaine Fantham, Bob Kaster, Josh Ober, Ruth Webb, and Froma 
Zeitlin will recognize with more pleasure than distress the impact they 
have had on my work. 

Of them all, I single out Denis Feeney for special thanks. Few authors 
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rc11dd have been a mixed blessing, Denis's friendship and belief that this 
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project would and should eventually be finished have more than com­
pensated for the frustration of his already having said most of what I 
wanted to and for my despair at ever matching the standards set by his 
own work. 

By contrast, my daughters Rebecca and Miriam have made practically 
every stage of writing slower and more difficult. But-in retrospect-! 
love them all the more for that. 

I also owe a great debt to Rob Tempio at Princeton University Press for 
his patience and very valuable advice during the revision process. Thanks 
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tions by making the argument a little more comprehensible. Meredith 
Safran helped in preparing the index. 

Although I have not specifically asked for their help on this project, 
working on it has made me remember with particular gratitude three of 
my teachers at Berkeley. It was a pleasure to read Ovid in the text pre­
pared by W. S. Anderson, and his own commentaries and articles on the 
poem have established him in my mind as the scholar I would be most 
reluctant to disagree with. I have no idea what Tom Rosenmeyer would 
have made of this book, but I am very sad not to be able to ask him. Fi­
nally, the inspiring teaching of Tom Habinek lies behind everything I will 
ever write about Latin literature. 

It is in general an excellent idea to dedicate books to eminent figures 
in the field. Except in the hardest cases, such a move will effectively keep 
them from ever telling you honestly what they think of your work. It 
certainly disqualifies them from reviewing it. Here, though, I am at a dis­
advantage since, much as I hope to profit from the pietas of his legions of 
students, friends, and colleagues, Erich Gruen himself possesses relatively 
little clout in Ovidian studies. Nor can I think of any particular aid or ad­
vice he has given me on this book-aside from his decade-long campaign 
to make sure I remained employed to complete it. I offer it, nevertheless, 
to Erich and to Joan's memory, in gratitude for many years of friendship 
and for the example of their life together. 
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