For Erich Gruen and in memory of Joan Gruen

P
651
M9

FYs

26/0



Contents

Acknowledgments

Introduction

PART ONE: Fiction and Empire

CHAPTER 1: Metamorphosis and Fiction

Io and Syrinx
Metamorphosis
Beyond Belief

CHAPTER 2: Wavering Identity
Imitations of Immortality
Reception and Social Identity
Upward Mobility?

ParT Two: Spectacle

CHAPTER 3: Homo Spectator: Sacrifice and the Making of Man

Creations
Pythagoras

CHAPTER 4: Poets in the Arena

CHAPTER 5: Philomela Again?

PART THREE: Ovid and the Visual Arts

CHAPTER 6: Faith in Images

Pygmalion
Domestic Goddesses

CHAPTER 7: “Songs the Greater Image”

Reconciling Niobe
Perseus: The Shadow
Conclusion
References
Index of Passages Cited

General Index

ix

13

15

15
26
46

60
63
83
106
123

125

125
149

160
199

241

243

257
276

293
295

313
342
351
365
373



Acknowledgments

Versions of some material presented here have been published before:
part 2 of chapter 1 in P. Hardie, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Ovid
(Cambridge, 2002), 163-79; part 2 of chapter 2 in Arethusa 37 (2004):
77-87; the latter half of chapter 4 in MD 38 (1997): 25-55; chapter § in
M. Moller, ed., Vom Selbst-Verstindnis in Antike und Neuzeit/ Notions
of the Self in Antiquity and Beyond (Berlin and New York, 2008), 33—47;
and part 1 of chapter 7 in Hermathena 177-78 (2004-5): 126—46.1 am
grateful to Cambridge University Press, the Johns Hopkins University
Press, Fabrizio Serra Editore, Walter de Gruyter, and Trinity College,
Dublin, respectively, for permission to include this material here. Thanks,
too, to the anonymous readers of several of these journal submissions for
their valuable suggestions.

Philip Hardie has read through several versions of this project with
unsettling acumen and unflagging generosity. If he ever feels the need
to read it again, he will see how much I owe him. Detailed suggestions
on the entire manuscript were also offered by Carole Newlands and
Denis Feeney. Stephen Hinds gave valuable comments as well. I was ex-
tremely fortunate to have the anonymous referees assigned by Princeton
University Press; their comments succeeded in making me think again
about many aspects of this work at a time when that was the last thing I
wanted to do—though of course they couldn’t work miracles. Audiences
at Berkeley, Leeds, Trinity College Dublin, Williams, Lehigh, Birmingham,
Miinster, and New York University all provided inspiration and advice.
Simon Price shared a draft of his then unpublished article on local reli-
gions in Asia Minor, and Barbara Kellum another on the art of freedmen.
The scholars named above will race to distance themselves from much
that they find in this book, and these expressions of gratitude should not
be construed as placing obstacles in their path.

It would be an exaggeration to say that I could not have written this
book anywhere but Princeton, but both the process and the product
would have been much poorer and less interesting without the colleagues
and students I have known here. I hope that such friends as Mark Bu-
chan, Elaine Fantham, Bob Kaster, Josh Ober, Ruth Webb, and Froma
Zeitlin will recognize with more pleasure than distress the impact they
have had on my work.

Of them all, I single out Denis Feeney for special thanks. Few authors
are lucky enough to have their ideal reader just down the hall. And if this
could have been a mixed blessing, Denis’s friendship and belief that this



x ® Acknowledgments

project would and should eventually be finished have more than com-
pensated for the frustration of his already having said most of what I
wanted to and for my despair at ever matching the standards set by his
own work.

By contrast, my daughters Rebecca and Miriam have made practically
every stage of writing slower and more difficult. But—in retrospect—I
love them all the more for that.

I also owe a great debt to Rob Tempio at Princeton University Press for
his patience and very valuable advice during the revision process. Thanks
too to Nathan Carr for his help in seeing the manuscript through its final
stages and to my copy editor Brian MacDonald for frustrating my inten-
tions by making the argument a little more comprehensible. Meredith
Safran helped in preparing the index.

Although T have not specifically asked for their help on this project,
working on it has made me remember with particular gratitude three of
my teachers at Berkeley. It was a pleasure to read Ovid in the text pre-
pared by W. S. Anderson, and his own commentaries and articles on the
poem have established him in my mind as the scholar I would be most
reluctant to disagree with. I have no idea what Tom Rosenmeyer would
have made of this book, but I am very sad not to be able to ask him. Fi-
nally, the inspiring teaching of Tom Habinek lies behind everything I will
ever write about Latin literature.

It is in general an excellent idea to dedicate books to eminent figures
in the field. Except in the hardest cases, such a move will effectively keep
them from ever telling you honestly what they think of your work. It
certainly disqualifies them from reviewing it. Here, though, I am at a dis-
advantage since, much as I hope to profit from the pietas of his legions of
students, friends, and colleagues, Erich Gruen himself possesses relatively
little clout in Ovidian studies. Nor can I think of any particular aid or ad-
vice he has given me on this book—aside from his decade-long campaign
to make sure I remained employed to complete it. I offer it, nevertheless,
to Erich and to Joan’s memory, in gratitude for many years of friendship
and for the example of their life together.

Playing Grods



Playing Gods

OVID’S METAMORPHOSES AND
THE POLITICS OF FICTION

Andrew Feldherr
1

SIENA COLLEGE LIBRARY

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS

PRINCETON AND OXFORD



Copyright 2010 © by Princeton University Press

Published by Princeton University Press, 41 William Street, Princeton,
New Jersey 08540

In the United Kingdom: Princeton University Press, 6 Oxford Street,
Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1TW

press.princeton.edu
All Rights Reserved
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Feldherr, Andrew, 1963-

Playing gods : Ovid’s Metamorphoses and the politics of fiction / Andrew Feldherr.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-0-691-13814-5 (hardcover : alk. paper) 1. Ovid, 43 B.C.~17 or 18 A.D.

Metamorphoses. 2. Fables, Latin—History and criticism. 3. Politics and literature—

Rome. I. Title.

PA6519.M9F45 2010

873'.01—dc22 2010010198

British Library Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available
This book has been composed in Sabon and Caslon Open Face
Printed on acid-free paper. o

Printed in the United States of America

10987654321




